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AUSTARC was  set up by Standing Committee of General Synod following a resolution of General Synod in 1989. 

The terms of reference of AUSTARC are:

a)  to promote awareness of the work of ARCIC

b)  to develop contacts with other national ARCs, and 

c) to consider matters of particular concern in Australia affecting the     relationship      


     between the two Churches

The first meeting was held in  June 1993, and since then AUSTARC has met on 16 occasions, meeting twice a year in Melbourne for a two day residential meeting. 

	The current Anglican members are:
	The current Roman Catholic members are:

	Bishop John Stewart – Co-chair
	Bishop David Walker – Co-chair

	Archdeacon Philip Newman – Co-sec
	Father Denis Stanley –  Co-sec

	Dr John Davis
	Father Denis Edwards

	Dr Robert Doyle
	Sr Margaret Jenkins

	Bishop Graeme Rutherford
	Father Richard Lennan

	Dr Elizabeth Smith
	Sr Mary Reaburn


Dr Charles Sherlock and Fr Peter Cross, members of ARCIC, attend meetings of AUSTARC as Consultants. 

Bishop Pat Power, the foundation Co-chair, resigned in 1999, and was replaced by Bishop David Walker, Bishop of Broken Bay NSW. Bishop John Stewart has announced his intention to resign following the next meeting of AUSTARC in July 2001.

Since the last meeting of General Synod ARCIC has produced The Gift of Authority in September 1998.  This important statement reaches a full agreement on Scripture and Tradition, the Exercise of Authority, and a Re-reception of the Ministry of Unity offered by the Bishop of Rome.   It concludes that if this Agreement is accepted and acted on by the two Churches, then their remaining differences do not constitute a cause for continued breach of Communion.

The Gift of Authority has been extensively studied by AUSTARC under the guidance of the Consultants and papers in response from AUSTARC are in preparation on Authority in Scripture; Authority and Tradition; Authority in the light of contemporary society; and Feminist views of Authority. 

With encouragement from AUSTARC almost all the State Anglican Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conferences have considered The Gift of Authority, and the national Anglican and Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conferences have both been made aware of its contents and importance. In addition, several State Ecumenical Affairs Committees have organised joint consideration of The Gift of Authority at a local level.

The document has been widely welcomed.  A comprehensive critical study was produced in October 2000 by the Doctrine Commission of the Diocese of Sydney.  This is the only Diocesan response to date. 

The General Synod Ecumenical Issues Working Group is co-ordinating a response on behalf of the Anglican Church in Australia to The Gift of Authority.   It should be noted that no formal response has been before General Synod to the three earlier documents produced by ARCIC II, Salvation and the Church, Church as Communion, and Life in Christ, which have now been widely studied and well received.

The Secretaries of AUSTARC maintain a comprehensive file of responses to The Gift of Authority drawn from Australian sources, other national ARCs, and various ecumenical journals.  Material from these files could be made available on request.

In addition to considering the ARCIC documents, AUSTARC has given priority to documents emerging from our two churches which are of mutual interest.  The study of these documents is seen as an important way of increasing awareness and breaking down misunderstanding. 

In this context AUSTARC has studied the Ecumenical Report from the Lambeth Conference, the Virginia Report, the Dublin Report on the Anglican Eucharist, and several reports from the English House of Bishops. 

Roman Catholic documents which have been recently studied include Ut Unum Sint; The Directory of Ecumenism; One Bread One Body; The Statement of Repentance; Instruction on the Role of the Laity; and Dominus Iesus.

In addition the implications for the ARCIC agreements of the level of unity reached between the Anglican Church and the Lutheran Church in the US, and through the Porvoo agreement in the UK, have been carefully considered.

AUSTARC maintains lines of communication and exchanges reports with other national ARCs in the UK, Canada, USA and New Zealand. Members of AUSTARC met last year with a visiting member of UK ARC, and exchanged views on the way we are responding to the issues affecting our two Churches.

Following the beatification of Mary MacKillop AUSTARC published The Saints and Christian Prayer, an agreed statement from the Australian Anglican-Roman Catholic conversation. AUSTARC has published the booklet believing it meets a perceived need in the life of our two churches, and is an attempt to talk about the saints and Christian prayer in ways that help us to find our common ground, rather than highlighting old divisions.  We have been encouraged by the widespread reception of the booklet and reports of its value have been received, not only from throughout Australia, but from overseas. 

AUSTARC has also published Ministry on the Way: Collected papers on ministry from the Australian Anglican and Roman Catholic Conversation.  These seven papers, which include several essays discussing Apostolicae Curae and Anglican orders, are seen as an important contribution from the group on ordained and lay ministry.

Early in the life of AUSTARC it was recommended that a Day of Prayer for Anglican and Roman Catholic reconciliation should be inaugurated.  The original date chosen, 3rd June, has not proved suitable, and AUSTARC has recommended that the day be changed to 4 November each year, a day which falls in the week of All Saints Day in both traditions, and stands clear of other major ecumenical or national commemorations.  AUSTARC produces each year material suitable for use in parishes and combined gatherings and warmly commends the day as a practical step in focussed prayer for the reconciliation of our two churches.

Imparting information and clarifying misunderstanding has taken on particular importance in relation to the debate in Australia on Lay Presidency, the Ordination of Women to the Episcopate, and Homosexuality. Material received by the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney on Lay Presidency has been distributed and its significance and implications placed in context. In the view of AUSTARC the level of support for Lay Presidency in such a major part of the Anglican Communion casts a serious shadow over the agreements reached on Eucharist and Ministry. 

The draft ordinance for General Synod for the Ordination of women to the Episcopate has been explained to the Roman Catholic members.  AUSTARC was asked to note that since the publication of Ordinatio Sacerdotalis in 1994 by Pope John Paul II the view of the Roman Catholic Church that it does not consider itself authorised to ordain women as presbyters or bishops is clear.  All episcopal acts of a women bishop would certainly be invalid from the RC viewpoint. In Australia, the creation of women bishops may well mean, among other things, the cessation of Anglican Roman Catholic bishops meetings. 

Discussion of these issues and related matters raises the question of the weight that can be placed on the agreements reached through the work of ARCIC.  What does it say about the capacity of the Anglican Communion to maintain it has reached substantial agreement when it can tolerate significant diversity from the agreements within the Communion?

In 1998 AUSTARC had recommended to the Lambeth Conference that a high level meeting of bishops from both churches should be set up to respond to the implications of the significant agreement that has been reached through the work of ARCIC. Consequently AUSTARC warmly welcomed the meeting of Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops in Toronto Canada in May 2000 and has studied Communion in Mission, the joint statement from the Toronto Conference. AUSTARC has noted that following the Conference, the Anglican Roman Catholic Working Group, which includes Archbishop Peter Carnley and Archbishop John Bathersby from Australia, has been set up to chart a course for the future.

Consideration should be given to forming a corresponding group in Australia. AUSTARC has been well able to consider and promote the work of ARCIC, which it considers its primary task, but it has found itself under increasing pressure to give attention to the unresolved differences that affect the working relationship of the two churches in Australia and to practical ways to engage in “evangelical Koinonia”.  Such issues require careful attention, but it could be questioned if a group of primarily academic theologians is the appropriate body to engage in such conversation. A high-level Forum of bishops and significant leaders from the churches would be more appropriate not only to engage with the issues, but to ensure the result of the conversation is well understood in Synods and episcopal conferences, and flow through with action where it is appropriate.

After 30 years of work ARCIC has now produced agreed statements on the eucharist, ministry, ordination, the church, salvation, morals, and authority. It is currently looking at Marian issues.   This is a remarkable level of agreement.

The time has come to put in place structures that will ensure the significant level of agreement reached is reflected in more positive action towards the visible unity which is our agreed goal.

Bishop John Stewart

Co Chair  AUSTARC
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